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SPIRIT 
SHRINE  

From Our Director 

-Fr. Stephen J. Giorno, S.T. 

The Shrine of St. Joseph Celebrates                                               

The Feast of St. Joseph on Saturday March 19th                         

8:00am Mass of Anointing                                                              

12:00pm Bilingual Mass of Anointing                                        

Followed by St. Joseph’s table in auditorium 
 

All are welcome to bring a favorite finger food                     

dessert, or fruit to St. Joseph's Table.                                    

Food items can be delivered to the auditorium                       

between 9am and Noon on Saturday. Volunteers are needed 

to set up and clean up between 9am and 2pm if                              

interested in volunteering, contact Shrine office. 

Devotion to St. Joseph will take place                                                                 

on Monday, March 7th at 7:00 PM in the Shrine Chapel! 

Our journey continues.  Several weeks ago, as we began the holy season of Lent, we embarked upon a   

journey of faith. We were invited to keep walking forward; to keep looking ahead; and to not unnecessarily 

dwell upon the things of the past. Why? Because we are moving towards something wonderful that God has 

in store for us, and we will not get there if we keep stopping to look back at that which once was.  Part of our 

process of conversion is to recognize the things that we need to let go of and leave behind: our sinfulness, 

our pride, our stubbornness, and all those things that do not allow us to grow in the spiritual life.  When God 

spoke to the people of Israel through the holy prophet Isaiah, this was His message: “Remember not the 

things of the past; the things of long ago, consider not.  See, I am doing something new! Now it springs forth, 

do you not perceive it? (Isaiah 43:18-19). God is always at work trying to bring about something new and life-

giving within us as individuals and as a Church, yet we often resist, just like the Israelites as they journeyed 

through the desert.  Each time that they lost sight of what God was calling them to, they would complain and 

fool themselves into believing that they were better off back in Egypt, a place of slavery and death. The      

Israelites grumbled against Moses and Aaron, saying: “Would that we had died at the Lord’s hand in the land 

of Egypt, as we sat by our fleshpots and ate our fill of bread!  But you had to lead us into this desert to make 

the whole community die of famine!” (Exodus 16:2-3).The in between time; the “now and not yet”, is always 

the most difficult part of the journey.  In this time of transition, as I prepare to leave the Shrine, and as we 

await the arrival of the new Director, Father Dennis Berry, I encourage you to continue to walk in faith, for 

God is always at work bringing about new life.                      



-Fr. Judge Cenacle Meditations 

“If Christ be not risen again, then is our preaching in vain, and your faith is in vain.”(1 Cor. 15:14) But, oh, with    

exultation and joy today the Church says: “Go and peer into the tomb”. And the answer comes back in faith: 

“He is risen, He is not here.”(Mk. 16:6) Let us multiply our acts of faith. Let us speak out of our acceptance of 

this fundamental truth of our holy religion. Jesus Christ is risen from the dead! Rejoice and be glad! “This is 

the day which the Lord hath made.”(Ps. 117:24) Rejoice and be glad, for this day from the beginning of the 

world hath been made for joy and gladness. Today is a day of universal joy and thanksgiving. Thanksgiving 

should be in our hearts because of what this day means. First of all, let us be glad for His own dear, sweet 

sake. He has conquered and triumphed over the machinations of wickedness and injustice. The powers of 

evil and darkness are in flight. Rejoice, above all, because He is our Saviour, our Lord, our Redeemer; just   

because He is Jesus Christ. This is the reason of our joy today. 

Reflections: The Resurrection 

New First Communion dresses, ties, and gifts arrive daily and await you at the Shrine of St. Joseph 

Gift and Book Shop, located on the lower level of the Chapel Building. Looking for information about Saints, 

Year of Mercy, and Religious Articles we are happy to serve you seven days a week, Monday-

Wednesday, Friday 10 A.M. to 5 P.M. Extended Hours March-May: Thursday 10 A.M to 7 P.M. and Sundays 

11A.M. to 5 P.M. You can be sure of finding the perfect gift or book for any special occasion. Too busy to 

shop? Call the Gift Shop at 908-647-2766 and our warm staff can find your special order and mail it to you.  

It is widely known that our Holy Father, Pope Francis, has declared the period of December 8, 2015 through 

November 20, 2016 as the Year of Mercy. But why is this such a big deal? Mercy is one of the most         

challenging qualities of God that even prominent theologians have a hard time talking about it. We live in a 

world where there is so much injustice which results in violence, corruption, and indifference. This sad reality 

has shifted the focus of many to fight for “justice and fairness”. Much of our talk about the 

economy or even the Church as an institution often focuses on justice. In fact, talk about 

mercy in many situations may lead one to be judged as condoning injustice or evil. Hence, 

the reason we do not often have conversations focused on mercy. The Year of Mercy is a 

time to reflect on mercy. What exactly does Jesus mean when he urges us to “be merciful 

as [our heavenly] Father is merciful?” The old  adage is true that one cannot give what he 

or she does not have. We cannot really talk of God’s mercy if we have not experienced it for 

ourselves. Therefore, before all else, we are to each take a look at ourselves and ask, “in 

what ways have I experienced God’s mercy?” Only to the extent that I recognize God’s 

mercy in my life will I be able to truly comply with  Jesus’ mandate to be merciful as God is 

merciful.    -Br. Dieudonne Nsom, S.T. 

The Year of Mercy/ Iubilaeum Extraordinarium Misericordiae  

The Missionary Servants of the Most Holy Trinity                             

Announce the ordination to the priesthood of                                  

Rev. Brother Arokiaraj Varnabas, S.T.                                      

Rev. Brother Dieudonne Nsom Kindong, S.T.                             

By the Most Reverend Arthur J. Serratelli, STD,SSL,DD                                                                    

Bishop, Diocese of Paterson                                                          
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249 Bebout Avenue, Stirling, NJ 07980 
Ordination to the Order of Deacon                                 

August 15, 2015 

ñDo Good, Be Good, Be a Power for Goodò 



COOKS WANTED (OR) CALLING ALL COOKS... 

Catholic Social Doctrine 

-Fr. Joseph P. Keenan, S.T. 

The Recovery Ministry at the Shrine welcomes help with meals for our twice monthly retreats held at Trinity 

House for men and women from the Straight & Narrow Treatment Program in Paterson. You don't have to 

cook for 25 people!!! Just prepare your favorite main dish; lasagna, chicken, meatloaf, side dish, etc. in an 

aluminum pan and freeze. Drop off at the Shrine (marked for the recovery retreats) at your convenience. 

Our guests will be grateful for your home cooking!  Many Thanks, Br. Joe                                                                                     

P.S. If you would like to prepare a dish for 25 people...or sponsor an entire meal...please contact Ray or 

Rose Cody to get on the schedule.  Thanks again...  

As an extension of the Recovery Pillar, a                 

former rectory in Paterson, has been leased to provide 

hospitality. The former rectory will provide housing and 

program space for Br. Joe Dudek, S.T. and two       

volunteers; the volunteers are from the ranks of those 

who are making a successful recovery and who have 

been connected to the Shrine through our weekend 

Recovery Retreats. From time to time, Br. Joe and the 

volunteers will extend hospitality to a guest or two on a 

short term basis. The goal is to have a way to connect 

folks seeking a long term spiritual remedy for addiction 

to the resources, program capacity and local           

volunteers at the Shrine. The Paterson hospitality 

house is being referred to as “Winter Wheat”. The  

Winter Wheat house is in need of area rugs and  

dressers for the bedrooms. If you’re  willing to donate 

used items in good condition, please contact the 

Shrine office at 908-647-0208. 

Winter Wheat Hospitality 

On Saturday, February 27th, fifteen San Jose 

youth (ages 9-14) participated in a Lenten       

Retreat led by Fr. Enrique Arango, S.T. The 

theme of the retreat was The Body of Christ. This 

was the first time the youth met with Fr. Enrique 

as a group to do a Lenten reflection. The youth 

divided into small discussion groups to discuss 

how to be good Christian leaders and how to 

work together, and then shared their experiences. 

The youth were happy to share with each other 

their different points of view.    

We are not surprised or shocked when scheduled programming is interrupted or a notice appears at the    

bottom of our t.v. announcing the news that another mass shooting has occurred. Ours and the country’s   

interest is temporarily excited. Many theories are put forth trying to explain the action. Others quickly          

emphasize that the second amendment gives each citizen the right to bear arms. Sadly, what is missing are   

voices raised in protest that human life is taken. The dignity and value of the human person is truly              

paramount, as Archbishop Cupich of Chicago stated, “This is a pro-life issue and should be front and center 

with all of the others.” Archbishop Cupich also pointed out that assault weapons “really can only be used to 

create havoc and mass destruction need to be banned…and the Catholic Church can be a voice for that.” 

Bishop Kevin Farrell of Dallas Texas has denounced Congressional inaction and kowtowing to the “gun     

lobby”. Bishop    Farrell, in clear language that will not be misunderstood or misconstrued has declared all 

buildings owned or leased by the Diocese to be gun free. We, as Disciples of Christ, need to preserve our 

sites as Holy Sites where people come to pray and participate in the ministry of the Church. Archbishop 

Cupich reminds us of the true meaning of Jubilee, which is there is a sense of freedom, of release, of starting 

over. It’s an opportunity to integrate mercy into our conversations and action. It is our Baptismal duty,         

obligation to proclaim Godôs Mercy. God created mankind in His Image. Genesis 1 :27 

SAN JOSÉ YOUTH RETREAT 



 

Recovery Meetings: 

10:00 AM Monday ALANON  (Hope Room below Chapel) 

10:30 AM  Saturday AA  (Below Chapel in Auditorium)  

1:00 PM   Sunday ESSAY (Hope Room below Chapel) 

12:00 PM  Monday, Wednesday, Friday ESSAY (Hope Room below Chapel) 

Contact Us 

Shrine of St. Joseph    

1050 Long Hill Road      

Stirling, N.J. 07980 

Trinity House               

1292 Long Hill Road          

Stirling, N.J. 07980 

Office :                           

908-647-0208                 

Gift & Book Shop :        

908-647-2766 

Email:                            

religious@stshrine.org 

www.stshrine.org 

www.trinitymissions.org 

Remember to Visit the Gift Shop during the Lenten Season 

Mass Schedule:                                                                                                               

8:00 AM   Sunday, Monday, Wednesday, Friday, Saturday 

10:00 AM  Sunday Emmaus Christian Community (Auditorium) 

11:30 AM      Sunday (Spanish)  

5:30 PM   Tuesday, Thursday 

3:00 PM   Sunday Devotions to St. Joseph (Chapel) 

12:00 PM  2nd Saturday monthly Recovery Mass, (Followed by Discussion) 

5:30 PM      3rd Saturday monthly Filipino Community Mass                                                                               

     (followed by Social and Faith sharing) 

Reconciliation available Monday-Friday in residence/office 10AM-12PM,                                       

1:30PM-5PM Saturday in Shrine Chapel 3-5PM Sunday in Shrine Chapel 1-3PM 
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Your love and strength bestow 

Upon a pilgrim people  

Who are the Church below.   

You were the Fatherɀs image,  

Great prince of Davidɀs line;  

Obtain for us Godɀs blessing  

That we may be Godɀs sign.  

Great Saint, you cherished Mary,  

Who loved and cared for you; 

You taught and nurtured Jesus,  

O teach us to be true,  

True to the Church He founded,  

Until we form above  

A family united in bonds of lasting  

Love. 


